
The first edition of this brochure was produced by the Orange 
Downtown Alliance in 2006. 

The first edition was the inspiration of Historian Paul Slayton and 
Architectural Historian Ann L. Miller, author of Antebellum Orange: 
The Pre-Civil War Homes, Public Buildings and Historic Sites of 
Orange County, Virginia, (Orange County Historical Society, 1988), 
assisted by Historians Ulysses P. “Pete” Joyner, Jr., Joe Rowe, and R. 
Duff Green. 

Additional research, writing, and editing for this second edition 
was done by the Orange County Historical Society, the Orange 
County African American Historical Society, the James 
Madison Museum, and local historians Phil Audibert, Ann L. 
Miller, Bruce Monroe, Zann Nelson, Bethany Sullivan, Frank 
S. Walker, Jr., and Maher Washington, with coordination and 
oversight by the Orange County Tourism Department.

A digital version of this Walking Tour is available at 
VisitOrangeVirginia.com.

Freight service was discontinued in the 1960s, and the last 
passenger train stopped here in 1970.

Diagonally across from the train station on Short Street 
resides a small residence-like building. 

41  Coleman’s Taxi Stand 
Coleman’s Taxi Service was housed here and was one of 
two taxi stands owned and operated by African American 
businessmen. The other was James E. Washington Taxi 
Service and was located nearby. Mr. James E. Washington 
also owned J.E. Washington Pool Room located on 
Railroad Ave.

and a smooth limestone-sheathed facade. The building 
was enlarged in 1919 and again in 1954.

Head west (uphill) on Main Street and stop at another 
early bank building.

3   Citizens National Bank Building
113 W. Main Street  – A. Stanley Miller of Richmond 
is credited as the architect and C. R. Butler of Orange 
was the builder of this 1925 structure. It is an example of 
commercial architecture that incorporates both elements 
of the Classical Revival and Egyptian detailing, an 
interesting combination.

NOTE: Across the street is the Gordon Building, which 
houses most of Orange County’s government offices. It 
had been built as a department store and was taken 
over and repurposed after the store closed.

Also, across Main Street to the right of the Gordon Building 
is one of the oldest surviving commercial buildings in the 
Town of Orange.

4   The Sparks Building
122-124 W. Main Street – This two-and-a-half-story 
Federal-period commercial and domestic building was 
built c. 1830 for James Forbes. Although some exterior 
alterations have taken place, including the construction 
of modern storefronts, the building retains much of its 
original material. Sparks Butchery & Deli had a home in 
the west side of the building for decades.

Resuming your walk, you will come to  –

5   Orange Baptist Church
123 W. Main Street – Constructed in 1909 after the 
fire of 1908 destroyed its sanctuary, this building is an 
example of the Gothic Revival style. 

You will now come upon two historic public buildings 
standing across Belleview Avenue from each other. 

6   Orange Post Office
129 W. Main Street – A reminder of the Great 
Depression, this building is an example of the Colonial 
Revival style as adapted to government functionality. It 
was built in 1935 under the direction of Louis A. Simon, 
Supervising Architect. Note the Depression-era WPA 
mural in the lobby. The FAP (Federal Artists Program) 
was one of the many WPA programs created to provide 
work for the unemployed.

7   Orange Volunteer Fire Company Station
137 W. Main Street – Another Colonial Revival style 
building, the fire house, was built in 1938. It is characterized 
by three arched garage bay openings, each with limestone 
center keystones, and the whole comprising the street 
level facade. The building was repurposed when the fire 
company moved to new quarters.

NOTE: Looking across Main Street, you see the 
fountain plaza of Taylor Park. It is a portion of the park 
recognizing Col. James Taylor, II, upon whose 1722 
land patent the town’s Commercial Historic District, 
and indeed most of the town, is built. Col. Taylor is 
also an ancestor of U.S. presidents James Madison and 
Zachary Taylor.

Another historic church building is just west of the fire 
station.

8   Trinity United Methodist Church
143 W. Main Street – Built in 1892, the church is a brick 
structure with a corner entrance tower. It reflects Gothic 

 A walk through the Town of Orange 
Commercial Historic District illustrates the intriguing 
diversity of Orange’s past. The design, materials, and 
construction of these structures yield a distinctive 
collection of 19th- and early 20th-century buildings 
that reflect the history of the town, which is really three 
histories: a courthouse town, a railroad town, and an 
automobile town. Each of those histories has left its mark 
for us to see in location, appearance, and function, a 
physical record, that this tour will permit you to explore 
and enjoy. 

The public face of the town is largely its commercial 
district. The stories of the where, the why, and the when 
of its buildings plus their remodeling and repurposing 
display a rich and diverse architectural heritage to the 
present-day visitor

In 1999, the Orange Commercial Historic District 
was placed on the National Register of Historic Places 
following its listing on the Virginia Landmarks Register 
the previous year. These listings recognize the distinctive 
characteristics of the town’s architecture and the district’s 
significant contribution to Orange’s history in the areas 
of politics, government, commerce, and transportation. 
The District contains the oldest public, commercial, and 
residential structures in the town.

The map shows the area comprising the Historic District. 
The significant contributing structures are numbered 
on the map and are identified and described by those 
numbers in the following text.

the commercial district and has been described by local 
historians as Orange’s first department store. The building 
later housed such enterprises as a furniture store and the 
Sanitary Grocery Store (Safeway).

During a period of segregation and specifically between 
1950 and the 1970s, the buildings were occupied by 
businesses that catered to the black community and were 
owned and operated by African Americans and included 
the Sunny South grocery store, J. E. Washington Pool 
Room, and DeVivi’s restaurant.

39  Rawlings Building
112 E. Main Street – Built in 1910, this two-story brick 
building has eight second-floor windows. The Rawlings 
Building was for many years the home of a drugstore. 

Cross Main Street to the Orange Train Station, the 
centerpiece of the town’s railroad era. 

40  Orange Train Station
(Southern Railroad Passenger Depot)

122 E. Main Street – Built in 1909-10 on the old Public 
Lot (and on top of one of the early jails), in a Colonial 
Revival style, this one-and-a-half-story, buff-colored brick 
building has a gable roof with pressed metal shingles, a 
wraparound shed overhang supported by chamfered wood 
brackets, a Palladian window, and pilastered dormers. 
The depot was a replacement for the 1854 station at the 
Church Street crossing that was destroyed in 1908.
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Stop before you get to the tracks. Your next stop will be 
the railroad station directly across from you. Look south 
down the tracks at the buildings across the tracks from 
the station –

36  The Gaines Building (Sherman Pool Hall)
110-112 Railroad Avenue – Built in 1909, the facade 
of this two-story commercial building is divided into 
three storefronts with recessed entrances, plate glass 
windows, and transoms and three hip-roofed canopies. 
This building replaced an earlier one in which the Great 
Fire of 1908 started. Since its construction the building 
has served a number of uses, including a sash and blind 
manufacturing company, a soft drink emporium, and a 
speakeasy, (bar).

37  Coleman Building
Railroad Avenue – Built in 1917, this building was 
constructed by C. R. Butler of Orange for Larkin Willis, 
Jr. and N. C. Bailey. Its first occupant was a dry goods 
store. Later it was converted into a chicken hatchery. Still 
later, it became a restaurant and then a pool hall. This two 
story, three-bay-wide brick commercial building has a cast 
or pressed metal cornice above the first floor.

38  Levy Building
114-118 E Main Street – Originally known as “Levy’s 
Busy Corner,” this two-story brick structure was the first 
commercial building to be rebuilt (in 1909) after the 
fire. Emil Levy’s business was an important anchor in 

Orange Fireman’s Parade, July 4th, 1924

East Main Street, 1925East Main Street, 1925

1749  County Court moved to the settlement  
of Orange.

1803   The second courthouse in town built on  
the Public Lot.

1833  St. Thomas Episcopal Church constructed.
1854  Orange and Alexandria railroad reaches  

Orange. 
1859  Court relocated to new site on Main Street.
1862  Civil War Calvary battle on Main Street. 
1863-64  Confederate army winters in and near  

Orange.
1871  Nazareth Baptist Church organized on  

Church Street.  

1885  Masonic Opera House constructed.
1892  Trinity United Methodist Church built  

on Main Street to replace the 1835   
church located on Caroline Street.

1908  Great fire destroys second Orange Baptist 
Church, along with the Train Depot 
and numerous commercial buildings 
along East Main Street, Railroad Avenue, 
Chapman Street, May-Fay Avenue, and 
Church Street.  

1909-15  Period of immense rebuilding activity. 
Baptist Church rebuilt on West Main 
Street; new Train Station constructed 
on public lot; and many commercial 
structures built to replace those destroyed 

by fire. By 1915 the population of Town of 
Orange climbs to 1200 and the town had 
completely recovered from the fire. 

1910  Orange Presbyterian Church built at 
corner of Main and Caroline Streets 
to replace earlier church at east end of 
Church Street.

1928  President Madison Inn built on Caroline 
Street to accommodate increasing number 
of visitors traveling by automobile. 

1938  Orange Volunteer Fire Company erects 
building on West Main Street. 

1997  Train Station was renovated and reopened 
as town transportation hub, Visitors 
Bureau, and community room. 
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Your walk through historic Orange starts at the 1859 Court House.

National Bank of Orange, 1940 East Main Street – Orange Baptist Church, after the 1908 fire

Downtown Orange Timeline

Orange Train Station, 1912 

I   Orange County Court House, 1859
NW corner of Main Street and Madison Road – 
Constructed in 1859 and attributed to Washington 
DC architect Charles Haskins, the Italianate-style 

structure features a centrally located Tuscan tower with 
overhanging eaves.

After relocating the county court to Orange in 1749, the 
justices first held court in Timothy Crosthwaite’s tavern, 
not an unusual practice for the time. Around 1803, court 
was moved to a newly constructed court house. Both of 
these structures (now gone) were located on the Public Lot, 
now partially occupied by today’s train station. The 1859 
court house is located on the former site of the Orange 
Hotel, which itself had been built on the remains of the 
William Bell tavern.

Look from the courthouse diagonally across the intersection 
to the SE corner of Main Street and Madison Road and 
you see:

2   National Bank of Orange Building
102 E. Main Street – Built in 1892, this Classical Revival 
bank building has fluted limestone Corinthian columns 

Orange Volunteer Fire Company, 1940 

Access to Rail 
Road Ave is 
pedestrian 
traffic only.



Revival styling in its pointed arches, leaded glass transoms, 
and rose windows. The first known Methodist church in 
the town was built in 1835 on Caroline Street. 

Before proceeding farther west, glance across the street to 
the last building on Main Street within the Commercial 
District that is still being used as a residence.  

9  The Dodson House
148 W. Main Street – This c. 1900 residence was formerly 
known as Mrs. Thompson’s boarding house. At one time 
it was common for non-homeowners to rent a “sleeping 
apartment” and eat meals at a nearby boarding house. 

Walking farther west on Main Street, you come upon two 
interesting buildings.

10  Masonic Opera House 
149 W. Main Street – 
Constructed in 1885 as 
a Masonic meeting hall, 
this building’s original 
facade had round-headed 
windows on the lower 
level with tall arched 
windows above, all 
located in a plain brick 
front wall. Between 
1921 and 1922, the 
building was remodeled 
to its present Colonial 
Revival style, featuring a 
full-height Corinthian-
columned portico. For 
years it housed a movie 
theater. In 1991 the 
interior was renovated 
into office spaces.

11  Holladay House
155 W. Main Street – Built c. 1830 for the mercantile 
firm  of Dinkle and Rumbough, this two-story brick 
structure is Federal in style and one of the oldest standing 
commercial buildings within the Historic District. Its 
small one-story portico, centrally located on the front 
facade, is accessed by a set of double stairs. Gauged 
brick arches over the windows are covered in stucco to 
simulate stone. Prior to the widening of Main Street, 
there was a large front porch with stairs down to the 
street instead of the current portico.

Before you cross Main Street to Caroline Street, take a 
moment to look at the columned building directly across 
from the Holladay House.

12  Orange Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall
SW Corner of Main & Caroline Streets  – Built in 
1910 as a Presbyterian church, the building is a later 
interpretation of Jeffersonian Classicism/Roman Revival 
architecture. Note the portico with four rendered Tuscan 
columns, two corner pilasters, wooden pediment above 
with its lunette and modillion blocks. This structure was 
converted into a fellowship hall when the new church 
was built next door. 

Cross Main Street to the Caroline Street corner nearest the 
Presbyterian Fellowship Hall and continue up (South) to 
where the sidewalk widens. Looking across the street, and 
to the right of the service station, you see: 

13  Rawlings House
113 Caroline Street – This dwelling appears to date 
to the mid-to-late 1800s. It was moved from its Main 
Street corner location in 1946 to make way for a service 
station. This is one of only a handful of dwellings in 
the Historic District that has been used exclusively as 
a residence.

Proceed along Caroline Street and look across to the 
town’s most historic and architecturally significant 
church structure. 

14  St. Thomas Episcopal Church
119 Caroline Street – Built in 1833 and extensively 
remodeled in 1856, St. Thomas is a classic example 
of the Jeffersonian-inspired Roman Revival style. The 
church’s entrance is a distinguished one-story, three-bay 
portico, featuring Doric columns. Late 19th-century 
Gothic Revival alterations to the building include the 
addition of pointed-arch windows and the replacement 
of clear glass with leaded stained glass. One is by Tiffany 
of New York. The parish served by St. Thomas Church 
was established in 1730 as St. Mark’s. The parish was 
renamed St. Thomas in 1740. 

Next to St. Thomas Church is the:

15  Powell Motor Company Building, 1930
Built into the side of a hill, this former auto dealership 
features an arched roof over an ultra-high ceilinged service 
bay. Since July 4, 1976, this building has been the home 
of The James Madison Museum of Orange County 
Heritage. It was the first museum in the U.S. to honor 

26  Former La Rue Beaute Shop 
243 E. Church Street – This two-story 1898 dwelling, 
whose design is in the Queen Anne style, is one of several 
buildings within the Orange Commercial Historic 
District that has been converted from a residence into 
commercial uses.

You are headed next to the NE corner of Main and May-
Fray Avenue (adjacent to the parking lot across from the 
7-Eleven store).  Cross Byrd Street and proceed to the 
Main/May-Fray intersection. Once there, look down May-
Fray Avenue to see a pair of uniquely sited structures.

27  People’s Warehouse Buildings
119 May-Fray Avenue – This two-story warehouse, built 
in 1919, has an eccentric shape, since it was built to fit 
in the tapering space between the railroad and the street. 
The building was associated with the adjacent warehouse 
at 112 May-Fray. Both housed the People’s Wholesale 
Grocery until 1980.

28  Warehouse Building
112 May-Fray Avenue – This two-story brick warehouse 
was built in 1910 by Robert and George Leigh for Larkin 
Willis, Jr., a local entrepreneur. Like its neighbor, it was 
built to fit the space between the railroad and the street.

Before crossing May-Fray, look at the large brick building 
directly across from you.

29  Gill Hardware Building
135-137 E. Main Street – Built in 1917, this two-
story, high-ceilinged building with a modillion cornice, 

President James Madison. The service bay now houses the 
museum’s Hall of Agriculture.

16  Halley’s One Stop, 1930
Originally a service station enterprise of the Powell 
Motor Co., between the 1970s and the 1990s. It 
acquired its own identity first as Halley’s One-Stop then 
as the Hilltop Restaurant.  

NOTE: Caroline Street was named for Queen Caroline, 
wife of George II, King of England.

Across Caroline street from St. Thomas, you will see:

17  President Madison Inn
120 Caroline Street – Designed in a Colonial Revival 
style by Richmond architects Lee, Smith & Vandervoort 
and built in 1928, this large structure was intended to 
accommodate travelers coming for the activities, events, 
history, and scenery of Orange and the surrounding 
region. What should have been its best days were lost in 
the Great Depression, the World War II economy, and the 
post-war motel boom. 

NOTE: The small columned building to the left of the 
President Madison Inn is the Research Center of the 
Orange County Historical Society and the Orange 
County African-American Historical Society (130 
Caroline Street). The much-remodeled former service 
station/school bus garage doesn’t qualify for recognition 
on this tour but know that almost all of the information 
you are reading came from that building.

At the crosswalk in front of the Research Center, cross 
Caroline Street in order to proceed down (east) Church 
Street, which runs beside Halley’s One-Stop.

Continue down Church Street, noting the high-ceilinged 
service bay of the Powell Motor Co. building. Continue 
left along Madison Road, noting both the Andrew Maples/
Tuskegee Airman historical marker and the rear of Taylor 
Park. At the crosswalk, cross Madison Road to resume 
your walk down Church Street. As soon as you cross, you 
are in the presence of several historic buildings.

In the mid-20th century, it was the best of times for citizens 
of Orange when bustling businesses lined Railroad Avenue 
between East Main and Church Streets. Neighborhood 
children played on skates, Sunday league baseball players 
got a trim and a shave in the local barbershop, women 
shopped for fabric at the five-and-dime store, young 
couples danced on hot summer nights, and pool halls filled 
with joy at the workweek’s end. This is the life recognized 
by many African Americans whose families still live, 

round-arch pediment windows and corner finials, has 
two entryways. 135 East Main Street has large plate glass 
windows, while the 137 entrance is recessed under a canopy 
porch.  This section was built to service automobiles back 
when gas, oil, and other automotive products were bought 
at hardware stores. The pressed tin ceiling is still in place 
under the canopy. The building housed a family-owned 
and operated hardware store from its 1917 erection until 
the early 1990s.

Across Main Street is another residence that has been 
converted to commercial uses –

30  Hankins House
138 E. Main Street – This brick, two-story, pyramidal 
hipped-roof residential structure is of a Late Victorian 
Queen Anne style, built c. 1909 for D. J. P. Hankins 
as a doctor’s office and residence. The home replaced a 
dwelling house that was destroyed by the 1908 fire.

Two related buildings, also on the south side of Main 
Street, are just west of the above residence –

work, worship, and play in this area of historic downtown 
Orange. As you walk along Church and Short Streets, 
enjoy the descriptions of numbers 18, 19, 20, 21.

18  Emanuel Baptist Church
100 E. Church Street – Built in 1913, this African 
American church is a builder-designed church with 
Gothic Revival details, pointed arched windows, and 
pointed arched louvered vents in the entry tower. The 
church is notable for its fine shingle patterning.

19  The Orange Creamery Buildings
108-122 E. Church Street – Two structures, both built 
c. 1909 by the Jackson family, a well-known group 
of African American builders, comprised the original 
creamery complex, which manufactured butter, ice cream, 
and other cream-based products. One is a two-story, 
commercial building with decorative brickwork at its 
cornice. The other is a one-story flat-roofed commercial 
building with wrought-iron posts.

20  Nazareth Baptist Church
115 E. Church Street – Compelled by a fervent desire for 
their own religious ceremonies, a community of enslaved 
persons initiated services about 
1861. In 1871 W. Watts Jones 
donated a section of land known 
as Sandy Bottom, where the 
first Nazareth Baptist Church 
was erected. The growing 
congregation of dedicated 
worshipers realized they needed 
a larger structure. Land was 
purchased in 1872, and by 1874 
a new building was constructed 
on the site where Nazareth sits 
today. It was rebuilt in 1914 with a two-stage tower and 
a frame belfry topping a projecting brick entry vestibule.

On the south (right) side of Church Street, you see  – 

21  Livery Stable for the Morris Hotel 
130 E. Church Street – On the right, beyond the 
creamery buildings. This c.1905 long, narrow one-story 
building is a former horse stable that served travelers 
staying at an adjacent hotel that burned down in the 
nineteen teens. In 1919 the stable was converted into a 
mercantile establishment. Its gable front is interrupted by 
a perpendicular wall.

31  Waugh Furniture, 1913
132 E. Main Street – In 1913, this two-story brick 
commercial structure with two storefronts and a cast/ 
pressed metal cornice was built by John R. Hughes for 
Z. W. Chewning and then combined with the adjacent 
building to the west for use as a furniture store. Later, the 
east half was used as a Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co. 
grocery store, and then as a clothing store. The structure 
was built on the site of the town’s Baptist church, a 
magnificent edifice destroyed in the 1908 fire.

32  Waugh Furniture, 1909
130 E. Main Street – Built in 1909, this two-story brick 
building is a typical example of the commercial structures 
that appeared along Main Street in the early 20th century. 
The building originally had two storefronts, which have 
been combined into one. The structure had been home to 
a series of furniture businesses through the years named  
“Browning & Chewning,” “Browning, Chewning & 
Waugh,” and finally, “Waugh Furniture Company.” 

NOTE: Church Street originally got its name from 
churches that no longer stand, but the current presence 
of both the Nazareth and Emanuel Baptist Churches 
along that street make its naming as up to date as ever.

Continue to the intersection of Church Street and 
Chapman Street. This area of downtown Orange once 
rivaled Railroad Avenue in its commercial importance to 
the town. 

22  Five Commercial Buildings Along 
Chapman Street
109-13, 119, 120, 124, and 125 Chapman Street  – 
Chapman Street’s economic importance earned it the 
nickname “Wall Street.” The post office even recognized 
it as a mailing address. Before the fire of 1908, this 
street, along with Railroad Avenue and East Main Street, 
comprised the commercial center of downtown Orange. 
Post-fire, it provided the first homes for the Ford, 
Chevrolet, and Plymouth-Dodge dealerships. Those 
businesses remained on Chapman Street until the 1960s. 
The five buildings cited above were constructed between 
1905 and 1919.

Return to your walk along Church Street. Before crossing 
the railroad tracks, read the following:

On the morning of August 2, 1862, the 1st Vermont and 
5th New York (Union) Cavalry regiments fought the 7th 
Virginia (Confederate) Cavalry regiment in downtown 
Orange. At one point, Major Thomas Marshall organized 
and led a counter attack up the tracks into the Union flank 
on Main Street. The Union forces eventually prevailed, 
but then abandoned the town later in the day.

Just across the tracks, you see on the right:

Cross May-Fray and walk west toward the tracks. You 
will pass by three more buildings constructed shortly 
after the 1908 fire.

33  Willis Hardware Building
131 E. Main Street – Built in 1909 as a hardware store, 
this two-story brick building has four round-arch windows 
on the second floor and a stepped and gable parapet. The 
structure is another good example of early 20th century 
commercial architecture and an interesting variation from 
the other commercial buildings of that era in the district. 
The building was later used as a dry goods store.

34  The Willis Building 
129 E. Main Street – Constructed in 1909, this two-story, 
four-bay-wide commercial building has recessed panels 
around segmented arches over second-story windows and 
a metal cornice with floral motif, brackets, and dentils. 
The structure was originally constructed for Larkin Willis, 
Jr. to house a grocery store. In the years following, the 
building has been used as a dry goods store, a five-and-
dime variety store, and a furniture store. It is now home 
to The Arts Center In Orange.

35  The Wilbur Theater/Rohr Building
125-127 E. Main Street – Built in 1915 by A. J. Harlow, 
this two-story masonry commercial building has a cast 
iron cornice with modillion blocks and is typical of the 
style of commercial architecture popular during the early 
20th century. The building originally housed a movie 
theater and cafe. Then in the 1930s through the ’70s, it 
was home to a drugstore.

Masonic Opera House, 1890 

Chapman Street, 1935

110-112 Railroad Avenue, c. 1912

23  Miles B. Lipscomb Store
200-204 E. Church Street – This brick store building 
was constructed c. 1867. The first floor of the building 
was a storefront with a central entry door flanked by 
nearly full-height paired rounded-arched windows. A 
frame addition with clapboard siding was constructed 
on the east side of the store, probably in the late 19th 
century. Only the west wall was preserved in converting 
the building to apartments in 2005. This building was 
the location of the Snead Barbershop, which served the 
black community during segregation. The weekly haircut 
and an old-fashioned straight razor shave were routine for 
males, young and old. It was of course a hotbed for the 
latest news and gossip.

24  Mill Street 
(Between the Lipscomb Building and the tracks)

The Mill Street neighborhood was a vibrant African 
American community where neighbors supported each 
other in all aspects of life. Today it remains an African 
American neighborhood.

25  Virginia Central Railroad Depot
222 E. Church Street – This structure was built c.1926 as 
a passenger depot to service the newly chartered Virginia 
Central Railroad Company, which had taken over and 
rebuilt to standard gauge the narrow-gauge Piedmont, 
Fredericksburg and Potomac. The PF&P began running 
between Orange and Fredericksburg in 1878. The VC 
abandoned that route in 1938. Land features and other 
buildings connected with that railroad exist elsewhere in 
the county.

Continuing along Church Street, you come to its 
intersection with Byrd Street, and you will see an old 
repurposed residential structure on the corner.

Warehouse Building, May Fray  Avenue, 1932 

Church Street, mid 1940’s
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